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Cambridge had to that of the boarding schools, and also to secure
curricula in new modern subjects of vocational value. But prior
to 1871 the institutions which taught for the London University
degree had generally, too, a sectarian motive. The dissenters,
whom Oxford and Cambridge banned, found here alternative
homes. Thus even educated England was divided into two
nations, one of which—that from which fiery nonconformist
preachers were drawn—laboured under a sense of grievance
and disinheritance. The Tests Act of 1871l removed the grounds
for this; it enabled non-Anglicans to take part on equal terms
in Oxford and Cambridge; and gradually, though not in one
generation, the old bitterness faded out of dissent*
A few years after this epoch-making act the modernization
of the two ancient universities was completed, for the nineteenth
century, by the royal commission of 1876, the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge Act 1877, and the work of the commis-
sioners appointed under it. The main effect (continuing the
direction taken in 1854) was to give the two universities a clearer
footing as distinct from their constituent colleges, to render the
endowments of the latter more freely available for purposes of
learning, and so to open doors for widening and modernizing
curricula. The same decade saw the starting of university exten-
sion. This missionary movement, which began from Cambridge
in 1873, and in which Oxford clid not become very active till
1887, gave a new meaning to adult education in England; the
system eventually developed within the present century by the
Workers' Educational Association derives from it, It supplied a
further stimulus to the founding of local colleges in large centres
of population on the lines already explained* Then in 1884 was
born the first of the more modern English provincial universities,
the Victoria University. Its constitution was federal; it embraced
colleges which had been separately developed at Manchester,
Liverpool, and Leeds. Hitherto they had utilized the examina-
tions of London University; now they had an examining and
degree-giving authority of their own* Fortunately the new body
did not yield to the temptation to make its degrees too easy, but
set a courageous example, which benefited the whole subsequent
development of the provincial universities*
Even more revolutionary were the changes pioneered at this
time in the education of women. In the first half of the nine-
* Sec above, p, 23.

